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TOPICS AND EVENTS GIVEN MAJOR ATTENTION 15 ~ 21 FEBRUARY 1971 


ne : Moscow (3378 items) Peking (3248 items) 
CPSU 24th Congress (10%) 33% Indochina (64%) 70% 
[Draft Directives (5%) 28%] [PLAF 10th Anniversary (3%) 12%] 
ey Indochina (16%) 11% [Sihanouk Tour of (~-) 5%] 
ie China (4%) 5% South China 
ie Warsaw Pact Foreign (--) 4% [DRV Economic Delega- (4%) 4%] 
mn Ministers! Meeting tion in PRC 
ee Zionism & Soviet Jews (1%) 4% Domestic Issues (15%) 18% 
Middle East (3%) 3% 


These statistics are based on the voicecast commentary output of the Moscow and 
Peking domestic and international radio services. The term “commentary” is used 
to denote the lengthy item—radio taik, speech, press article or editorial, govern- 
ment or party statement, or diplomatic note. Items of extensive reportage are 
counted as comrnentaries. 


4 Figures in parentheses indicate volume of comment during the preceding week. 


Topics and events given major attention in terms of volume are not always 
bog discussed in the body of the Trends. Some may have been covered in prior issues; 
sos in other cases the propaganda content may be routine or of minor significance. 
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INDOCHINA 


Vietnamese communist media claim that the allied Sneurcsion Into 
Lacs has been halted und ite objectives thwerted, and that, the 
: allied forees have suffered enormous Losses beth in Lava and in 
South Vietnam's Quang Tri Province. While gensrally sustaining 
the fiction that no Vietnamese communist forces ure involved in 
Laos, propagandists do credit the capltre of a poultlon of the 
fore: 39th ARVN Ranger battalion {n Laos to the "Quang TrJ. PLAF" rather 
oe than to the "Laotian people's Jiberation army." Hign-level 
oan: condemnation ef U.S. “esenlation" in general anu the Laos 
incursion in particular wao voiced by Defense Minister Glap at 
23 February reception marking Soviet armed forces day. Routinely 
pledg,.ng continued struggic, Giop added that "the strength inherent 
‘ in the militant solidarity" of the peoples of the socialist 
countries will defeat all of "the U.S. imperialista' provocations 
and acts of war." 


The President's statement--at hig press conference on the 17th-- 


ae on the broad use of U.S. alr power in Indochina is singled out by 
‘ Giap as well uo in DRV and PRG foreign minlotry statements on the 
ey 20th and 2lst, respectively. The propaganda also continues to 
oa, worn of new action against the North, but there is no echo of DRV 
eee Paris delegate Xuan Thuy's claim on the 18th that recent U.S. 


ections threaten Chinn es well as North Vietnam. 


Peking's reaction to the President's press conference took a 
standard form for authoritative comment, a hesvily editorialized 
NCNA report on the 19th and a PEOPLE'S DAILY Commentator article 
the next day. Peking has ignored Xuan Thuy's statement, but 
Commentator claimed that the United States is "spreading the 
flames of war to the door of China." The article interpreted the 
sa 5 President's avowal that U.S. actions in Laos present no threat to 
ts ee China rs an attempt to "tie Chinese hands" in giving support to 

the Indochinese. At the same time, Peking maintains its posture 
4 of offering only rear area suppert for the Indochinese "persisting 
in a protracted people's war." 


Moscow propaganda on Indochina continues to be cautious. In the 
ay only original press comment on the President's press conference, 
te IZVESTIYA deplores his remarks on unrestricted air power and his 

- "ultimatum" to the DRV, but it ignores- his assurances that current 
operations present no threat to the PRC. 


i COMMUNISTS CLAIM MASSIVE ALLIED LOSSES ON LAOS-QUANG TRI FRONT 


aa Offering a new communist tally of total losses allegedly inflicted 
on allied forces involved in the incursion into Laos. VNA on 
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23 February claims that from 30 January to 20 February U.S. 

and South Vietnamese forces "on the Highway 9 battlefront" 

lost more than 4,000 men killed, wounded, or captured, including 

nearly 900 Americans. * On the "battlefront" stretching from F 
northern Quang Tri in South Vietnam to Savannakhet Province in 

Laos, according to VNA, the South Vietnamese and Laotian 

"liberation" forces also shot down or destroyed more than 170 

aircraft and destroyed or damaged more than 210 military 

vehicles, half of them armored cars and tanks. 


Breaking down the total of alleged allied losses, the VNA 
report and a 23 February communique of the Khe Sanh PLAF 
command---broadcast on the 2th--claim that 1,500 of the allied 
troops, including the "nearly 900" Americans, were wiped out 
by the PLAF.in Quang Tri. The PLAF is also credited with 
dcwning or destroying 47 aircraft and with destroying or damag- 
ing more than 150 military vehicles, including 50 tanks and 
armored cars. 


Claims of allied losses in Laos are updated in a 24 February 
"communique No. 2" of the Lao "liberation army" command, 
broadcast by Hanoi on the 2hth. The communique says that some 
3,000 U.S.-Saigon forces have been put out of action since the 
start of the "aggression against southern Laos." It specifies 
that four battalions and 15 companies were "destroyed or badly 


mauled" and that more than 160 aircraft were downed. 


COMMENT SAYS LAOS OPERATION STALLED, GVN UNITS “ANNIHILATED” 


The initial South Vietnamese thrust .1to aos is detailed in a 
16 February QUAN DOI NHAN DAN article which describes the 
incursion as a three-pronged attack, with forces deployed on 
Highway 9 and to the north and south of the highway. The 


* The claimed allied casualties are thus almost doubled between. . 
14 and 20.February: Lao and Vietnamese media on Ly February. 
reported a.communique (labeled No. 1) of the Lao “Liveration 
army" which said the insurgents.in Savannakhet had "put out of 
action" more than 1,500 U.S. and Saigon troops. On the 15th 

the propaganda reported that from 30 January to 14 February, 
attacks on allied forces massing in Quang Tri to move into 

Laos resulted.in the killing or wounding of more than 600 U.S. 

and Saigon troops. 
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23 February VNA report totaling allied losses adds that "the 
United States also sent a mobile regiment of the Vientiane 
army, supported by Thai mercenaries and directly commanded by 
CIA officers, to carry out a coordinated action from Savannekhet 
town with the intention of capturing the town ofePhalane, also 
on Highway 9." The "virtual annihilation" of this Vientiane 
ea on 11 February had been claimed in a VNA report on the 
16th. 


A QUAN DOI NHAN DAN Commentator article on the 21st provides the 
most detailed description.of alleged allied planus. Commentator 
claims that allied forces were to reach Tchepone on 9 February 
and to advance to Seno, about 30 kilometers from the Mekong 
River, then quickly cover the remaining stretch of Highway 9 to 
the town of Savannakhet. He maintains that the allied force in. 
fact has not advanced beyond Ban Dong, having covered only 25 
kilometers since the operation began on the 8th. 


Commentator discounts the suggestion that the allied advance 

has been slowed by rough terrain and the discovery of many 
supply depots and weapons. He asks sarcastically: "Ts the 
terrain so rough that in two weeks' time more than 300 U.6&. 
helicopters could not transport troops to Tchepone--only one-half. 
hour by air from their encampments?" And he cites Western press 
reports that no depots have been found, although the capture of 
"a few hundred bicycle tires, hens, and ducks" was claimed. The 
article also ridicules GVN commander Hoang Xuan Lam's reported 
remark on the 17th that Tchepone is not strategically important, 
noting that when the operation started the allies said "Tchepone 
is a ‘nerve center' of the enemy activities in southern Laos, an 
important liaison center, and a big military supply center." 


Another QUAN DOI NHAN DAN article, broadcast on the 21st and said 
to have been "recently" published in the army paper, ridicules 
the suggestion that South Vietnamese forces in Laos have been 
slowed by bad weather and, like an article in the paper on the 
15th, denies GVN reports on the 10th that some of its forces 

had reached Tchepone. The article, attributed to "B-L0," asks 

a series of rhetorical questions ridiculing the notion that 
allied problems can be bismed on bad weather, concluding with 

the query: "Is the weather along Highway 9 so bad that on 

16 February Abrams had to fly to Quang Tri to meet puppet General 
Lam fer 90 minutes, and that Nixon had to meet with his advisers 
for two hours in the White House before they came to the conclusion 
that the military operations in southern Laos will face rough 
times in the days ahead?" 
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Communist downings of allied helicopters get particular attention, 
with a QUAN DOI NHAN DAN Commentator article on the 20th, for 
example, observing that the downing of helicopters by the 
"southern Laos armed forces and people" has "contributed toward 
drastically slowing down the speed of the Saigon puppet troops! 
operation," has created difficulties in insuring mobility, in 
logistics and supply, and has struck a blow at U.S. heliborne 
tactics and caused a decline in allied morale. The army paper 
discounts allied efforts to counter the attacks on the heli- 
copters and adds that the "victories" in Jowning them testify 
to the strength, determination, and "adequate technical equip- 
ment and fighting methods" of the Laotian forces. A Liberation 
Radio commentary on the 22d confirms Western news reports that 
the "liberation troops" have used "radar—guided antiaircraft 


weapons." 
"DESTRUCTION" OF 39TH RANGER Sustaining the fiction that no 
BATTALION, OTHER GVN UNITS DRV forces are involved in 


actions related to the Laos 
operation, "Quang Tri forces" have been credited with attacks 
on the allies.in South Vietnam, and the "Laotian people's 
liberation army" is.said to be fighting in Laos. An apparent 
departure from this pattern, however, occurs in propaganda on 
the overrunning of the 39th Ranger battalion of South Vietnam's 
ist Ranger Group on 20 February: The "victory" is attributed 
to the Quang Tri PLAF or the PLAF of the "Khe Sanh front" 
rather than to Laotian forces. The propaganda describes the 
location.of .the fallen Ranger. outpest as three kilometers 
northeast of Lang Sen, which would place it well inside Laos 
on allied maps. (Lang Sen is a Laotian village at least five 
miles from the border.) 


VNA on the 2lst describes the 39th battalion as part of "the 
northern prong of the U.S.-puppet: forces engaged in the 
invasion of Laos," and a Hanoi domestic broadcast on the 
battle praises the "Khe Sanh Front's liberation troops" for 
having "effectively coordinated with the brotherly Laotian 
army and people to fiercely attack and encircle and destroy. 
this notably cruel Ranger battalion." The 22 February NHAN 
DAN commentary, which supplies the most detail on the engage- 
ment, reports that "in coordination with the fraternal Laotian 
armed forces.and people, unit X of the northern Quang Tri PLAF 
rapidly and secretly encircled the enemy troops, repeatedly 
launched many waves of assaults, and annihilated them." It 
goes on.to describe the communist assaults on the position on 
the 19th and 20th. 
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The NHAN DAN commentary claims that this is the second Ranger 
battalion to be "completely annihilated," explaining that it 
belongs to the 1st Ranger Group which had "hastily retreated 
to the hills" and built "defensive positions" following Laotian 
forces' "annihilation" of the 2lst Ranger battalion in Kaki 

on 13 February. <A Liberation Radio commentary on the 22d, 
recounting alleged allied losses, lists the following units as 
having been "completely annihilated": the 6th airborne 
battalion, the 2lst and 39th Ranger’ battalions, five GVN 
airborne companies, and "a number" of units of the 37th Ranger 
battalion. ; 


Despite the alleged annihilation of the 21st Ranger battalion, 
a Hanoi broadcast to the South on the 23d reports "recent" 
attacks on this unit, noting thst it is stationed about three 
kilometers from the base of the 39th battalion which was 
"already annihilated" and that the 2lst battalion "is now in 

a perilous situation." It goes. on to claim that Col. Neuyen 
Van Hiep, the commander of the lst Ranger Group is so concerned 
about the serious situation of his forces that he will no 
longer talk with correspondents. Ridiculing a reported state- 
ment on the operation by President Thieu on the 22d that "two 
communist regiments were annihilated ard another regiment will 
be destroyed if it appears," the broadcast suggests that Thieu 
should get a more accurate report and says that if he "does not 
dare to go back to Khe Sanh once more” he could at least "get 

a clear picture of events by interviewing Col. Hiep." 


HO CHI MINH TRAIL The mission of the allied operation to 
interdict the communist supply routes 
is mentioned in some comment, but the fact that the routes 
provide logistics support for insurgents in South Vietnam is 
generally ignored. Atypically, VNA quotes a QUAN DOT NHAN DAN 
editorial on the 23d as observing that "Nixon has hoped to 
destroy the adversary's logistic and supply base and thus to 
check the attacks by the Southern Vietnames2 People's Liberation 
Armed Forces." However, a longer account of the editorial, 
broadcast by Hanoi in Vietnamese to South Vietnam, tukes note 
of the allied intention to cut supply lines without mentioning 
that the purpose is to check the insurgents in the South. 


Allied efforts to cut supply lines are also touched on in the 
: QUAN DOI NHAN DAN Commentator article of the 2lst. In document- 


ing the alleged failure of the allied operation in Laos, 
Commentator notes that the allies had not maintained the 
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-elements of secrecy and surprise necessary for an operation aimed 
at destruction of "supply and logistics routes." Other attention 
to the subject includes a 23 February Liberation Radio commentary 
which cites President Thieu's 8 February statement--in his 
announcement of the Laos operation--that the operation is limited 
in time, contrasting it with a statement attributed to operation 
commander Hoang Xuan Lam on the l4th that "we will remain until 
the Ho Chi Minh trail network is completely paralyzed." The 
commentary ridicules this and other statements by U.S. and GVN 
spokesmen and maintains that the allied operation is hopelessly 
bogged down. 


DRV, PRG FOREIGN MINISTRIES SCORE PRESIDENT’S PRESS CONFERENCE 


Vietnamese communist reaction to the President's 17 February press 
conference is capped by foreign ministry statements from the 

DRV and the Front, on the 20th and 21st respectively, which say 
that in the face of worldwide protest he tried to justify U.S. 

war escelation and the. invasion of Laos. This is the first time 
the Vietnamese communists have reacted to a presidential press 
conference.with. statement at such an official level. They were 
apparently.prompted to do so because the press conference 
contained.the. President's first public discussion of the 
incursion.into Laos. A.Hanoi..radio commentary on the 18th 
observed .that this was the first.time.the President had "officially 
raised.his.voice since the U.8.-Saigon puppet troops! armed 
aggression against Laos on 8 February.” 


Hanoi and.the Front have regularly issued official statements.on. 
major pronouncements .by the .President related to Vietnamization 
since November.1969. Government statements were issued on the 
President 's.3 November.1969. speech outlining his Vietnamization 
and troop.withdrawal policy and on his 30 April 1970 speech 
announcing.the U.S. and ARVN incursions into Cambodia. Foreign 
ministry.statements. were.issued followi1.z his 20 April 1970 
speech.announcing the withdrawal of an additional 150,000 troops 
by May.1971 and his.30.June 1970 speech (and.1 July TV interview) 
reporting.on.the U.S. operation and withdrawal from Cambodia. 
Most recently, on 14 October 1970 the DRV issued a foreign 
ministry statement rejecting the President's 7 October five-point 
peace proposal. His eight-point peace proposal of 14 May 1969-- 
before. ke outlined the Vietnamization policy--did not prompt any 
such high-level official statement. 
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HANOI + The DRV Foreign Ministry statement is notabiy ambiguous 
in acknowledging details of the President's remarks. 

It charges that he "slandered the DRV and rehashed deceitful 

allegations, such as that the United Stater would not use its 

ground forces and advisers in Lacs, that the operation in Laos 

is limited in time and space and is for the purpose of protect- 

ing the lives of U.S. troops, assuring the withdrawal of U.S. 

troops, shortening the war, and so forth." 


Like routine comment, the statement takes particular issue with 
the President's statement that he would place no limits on the 
use of U.S. air power anywhere in :udochina, and it says in this 
regard that the United States is directly threatening DRV 
security. Unlike other comment, however, it does not acknowledge 
the exchanges with reporters on the possibility of an ARVN 
invasion of the DRV. Its only other mention ov a threat to the 


DRV is in & passage accusing the President of "scheming to carry 
out new military escalation against .. . Vietnam, Laos, and 


Cambodia, wrecking peace in Asia and the world." 


The issue of an invasion of the DRV was brought up specifically, 
however, on the 19th--the day before the foreign ministry 
statement—-in a NHAN DAN Commentator article and a QUAN DOI 
NHAN DAN commentary. Both NHAN DAN and QUAN DOI NHAN DAN 
referred specifically to an invasion of the DRV, unlike the 
foreign ministry statement. NHAN DAN charged that the President 
"spoke ambiguously about the Americans' attitude" toward the 
possibility of an invasion of North Vietnam, which it said 
represents an "insolent threat against the Vietnamese and 
Indochinese peoples." QUAN DOI NHAN DAN cited an AFP report 

of the L7th in noting that in response to a question about 
speculation that the Gaigon army might send a number of troops 
across the DMZ into the North, Nixon said "evasively that he 
does not forecast what Saigon feels it is obliged to do to 
protect its own security." The army paper went on to ridicule 
the notion that the press conference was impromptu, calling it 
"merely a prearranged tarce by the Nixon clique to prepare 
public opinion for its escalation of the war by bombing North 
Vietnam and a threat to further expand the ground war." 


The QUAN DOI NHAN DAN article appeared to display special 
concern to demonstrate that more bombing of the DRV is almost 
inevitable. The paper said that for over a year the Nixon 
Administration "has repeatedly advanced deceitful arguments 
in order to justify the bombing of the North: Sometimes it 
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sald that U.S. aircraft would retaliate when they were fired at 
by Newt Vietnamese antiaircraft; sometimes it sald that ait had 
to rea in self-defense even when U.S. aircraft were tracked 
by No. ch Vietnamese radar; and sometimes it said that it had to 
bomb to protect the safety of U.S. troops in Indochina." 
Describing the Americans' arguments as "extremely irrational," 
the commentary recalled that the United States bombed North 
Vietnam in May 1970 in coordination with Cambodian operations 
and stated that "at present, in coordination with the aggressive 
operations in southern Laos, where the Americans have become 
boggei down, Nixon again tried to prepare public opinion for 
vombing North Vietnam." 


The NHAN DAN Commentator article is the only availabie Hanoi 
comment to nots the President's remarks that there would be 

no further concessions at the Paris talks and that U.S. troops 
would remain in South Vietnam as long as U.S. prisoners are 
detained.. Other reaction to the press conference included the 
very brief statement by the DRV delegation spokesman in Paris== 
dated the 18th and carried by Hanoi media the next day--which 
scored the President's statements as "new evidence" that the 
Nixon Administration is "extremely bellicose and stubborn," 
refuses to seek a peaceful solution to the Vietnamese problen, 
and persists in its "frantic illusion of a military victory." 
It said the statements prove that the President "is feverishly 
implementing new schemes of military adventures against the 
DRV." Like other comment, it asserted that the Vietnamese, 
closely uniting with the Lao and Cambodian people, will 
"resolutely carry on their resistance" and that "no threat by 
the Nixon Administration can shake the firm determination of 
the Vietnamese people." 


A passing reference to the President's press conference also 
appeared in a Vietnam Fatherland Front statement, issued on. the 
19th and carried by the media that day, which condemned the 
latest "escalation" in Laos as well as in Cambodia. The state-~ 
ment did.not mention the press conference when it went on to 

say that the.United States is "threatening the security" of . 
the DRV and "scheming to invade" it with a Large military force 
massed immediately south of the 17th parallel. The single 
reference to the press conference came in the observation that 
the President made "impudent and brazen statements that he would 
place no limits on the use of American air power and that he 
would use all available forces when necessary." 
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I. ' THE FRONT The PRG Forelgn Ministry statement, issued on the 


2lst, echoes the DRV statement in charging that 
the press conference was held "to plead tor the war escalation 
and invasion of Loos." It charges that "to save the failure" 
of Vietnamization, the Administration has "brazenly invaded 
Cambodia and is now using U.S. and Saigon puppet forces to 
massively invade Laos and seriously threaten the sovereignty 
end security of the DRV." Decrying what it describes as the 
ee President's argument that the United States "has the right to 
ee attack the DRV and any other region in Indochina," the statement 
wal accuses him of uttering "a most cynical contention of a pirate, 
; laying bare the Nixon Administration's extremely bellicose and 
cruel nature." And it echoes the DRV statement in saying that 
the way to protect American lives is to end the war and 
unconditionally withdraw U.S. troops. 


ae 


In declaring that "no threat nor brutal moves" can shake the 
i South Vietnamese people's determination, the PRG statement 
Ho adds routinely that the South Vietnamese people will "never 
fe tolerate any war acts committed by the United States" against 
ee the North. It also reiterates the old formula that the 
Py southern armed forces and people will return five or 10 
oe blows to the United States for every one it strikes against 
Me the North, 


A Liberation Radio commentary, also on the 21st, charges that 
the President “tried to conceal his armed aggression against 
Laos" and accuses him of "deceit" in saying that there are 
4 no U.S. troops or military advisers there, that the operation 
was planned and carried out by the ARVN, and that the 
Americans are in charge only of air support and logistic 
supply. "Fearing that people still did not believe him," it 
adds, "Nixon revealed the 'sensational' details that the 
operational plan had been worked out by puppet generals in 
Vietnam and claimed that he knew nothing about the plan." 


A Liberation Radio commentary on the 20th saw further evidence 
of intent to maintain U.S. troops in Indochina "for a long 
time" in the President's "arrogant" statement that as long 

as there are U.S. prisoners in Indochina there will be U.S. 
troops. This commentary also acknowledged the President's 
declaration that there would be no "concessions" in Paris 
beyond those advanced in previous peace plans. 
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fs DRV FOREIGN MINISTRY SPOKESMAN PROTESTS U.S. STRIKES AT NORTH ; 


A DRV Foreign Ministry spokesman's statement on 22 February protests 
in vague and general terms against the bombing of "certain areas"-- 
unspecified--of Vinh Linh area and Quang Binh Province from 17 to 

21 February.* <Atypically, however, the protest does include the 
complaint that wu number of reconnaissance flights were conducted 
over "a certain number of provinces" in North Vietnam. The more 
usual practice is to issue generalized protests against "encroach- 
re: ments".on DRV. sovereignty and security, without specifying 
reconnaissance. 


The current statement also notes the alleged downing of two 
unmanned U.S. reconnaissance planes in Haiphong and Nghe An. 

The downing in Haiphong had been claimed on the 2lst in a report 
which said it brought the total of U.S. planes downed over the 
DRV to 3,3733 the clain of the downing over Nghe An was made on 
the 18th. The spokesman "strongly denounced and condemned 

: these acts of war" and suid that the Vietnamese people are 
"resolutely determined to justly punish all acts of the U.S. 
aggressors violating the sovereignty and security of the DRV." 


* The U.S. command announced on the 23d that 50 U.S. fighter- 
bombers accompanied by 20 support pl«nes--the largest attack 
since the massive bombings on 21 November-~attacked surface-to- 
air missile.sites and other antiaircraft positions in North 
Vietnam on the 20th and 2lst. A U.S. spokesman said the strikes 
were near the Laotian border, below the 19th parallel, and were. 
made after "repeated hostile acts and firings" against U.S. 
aircraft interdicting supplies on the Ho Chi Minh trail in Laos. 
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PEKING CHALLENGES RESIDENT'S DENIAL OF THREAT TO CHINA 


Reacting to the President's press conference on the lfth, Peking 
has sharply challenged his dental that the incursion into Laos 
poses o threat to the PRC and hos underscored its concern over 

an expansion of military operations Ln Indochina. For the first 
time in recent comment, Peking has hinted ot on analogy between 
the Chinese role in the Korean War ond the Indochina conflict, 
though it has carefully avoided drawing ao parollel on its own 
authority. At the same time, Peking has avoided signaling a change 
in its posture of offering reai area support for its Indochinese 
allies "persisting in a protracted people's war." 


Peking's reaction to the press conference took a standard form 
for authoritative comment on a current development, a PEOPLE'S 
DAILY Commentator article on the 20th preceded by a heavily 
editorialized NCNA news report the previous day.* ‘The Commentator 
article interpreted the President's avowal that the actions in 
Laos present no threat to the Chinese as an attempt "to tie the 
hands of the Chinese people in giving support" to the Laotian 
and other Indochinese peoples. Commentator gave a sharper edge 
to the 12 February PRC Government statement's charge that the 
Laos operations pose "a grave menace to China," claiming that 
the United States is "spreading the flames of war to the door of 
China" and lecturing the President on the geographical realities 
of a common PRC-Laotian border of several hundred kilometers. 


But while expressing heightened concern over a threat to China's 
security interests, the Commentator article did not go beyond 
earlier pronouncements in vaguely warning that the Chinese "can- 
not be indifferent" to developments in Laos and "will never allow 
you to run amuck in Indochine." Commentator did not repeat 
Peking's pledges of support, but the companion NCNA report on 

the 19th reiterated the government statement's promise to take 
"all effective measures to give all-out support and assistance" to 
the Indochinese peoples. 


PRC LEADERS In the first major speech by a Chinese leader 
since the President's press conference, Politburo 

member and Shanghai chief Chang Chun-chiao, speaking at a Shanghai 

rally for Sihanouk on the 22d, termed recent actions in Indochina 


* Recent previous examples of this pattern were Peking's response 
to the Polish disturbances'in December and its belated reacticn to 
the Soviet-FRG treaty signed last August. 
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"a grave provocution" aguinst not only the Indochlnese but 

also the people of China and of the world--a formulation used 

in the PRC's 4 May 1970 statement on the incursion into Cambodia 
and in the 8 February foreign ministry statement’ on Loos. Chang 
omitted any mention of Chinese security in pledging that the 
people of Shanghai, "in the great rear of the three Indochinese 
peoples' war," will better perform their ongoing tasks of 
"supporting the front by conerete deeds." He expressed confi-: 
dence that the Indochinese, by "supporting each other and per- 
severing in a protracted people's war," will defeat the United 
States. 


In the week before Chang's speech, top leaders in the provinces 
and municipalities--with the exception of Tientsin, near Peking-~- 
were absent during rallies and visits by the DRV economic dele- 
gation and g, touring Sihanouk delegation in the week beginning 

the Lith. ‘CNA disclosed on the 20th that the Chekiang Revolu- 
tionery Conmittee (RC) chairman, "who has just returned to Hangchow," 
made a call on Sihanouk there that day. Sihanouk had been greeted 
on arrival in Hangchow on the 17th and in transit in Tsinan and 
Shanghal by the respective RC vice chairmen. Similarly, the DRV 
delegation had been met by a vice chairman on its arrival in 
Canton on the 16th. Whether or not tne provincial leaders were 
gathered in Peking for a meeting covering Indochina developments, 
Chang Chun=-chiao's speech broke no new ground in Chinese comment 
and, in fact, pulled back from claims that the PRC's security 

was threatened, 


ANALOGY BETWEEN The 20 February PEOPLE'S DAILY Commentator 
KOREA, INDOCHINA article began its discussion of China's 
security interests by warning the Nixon 
Administration that it is "highly dangerous" to escalate the 
Indochina conflict "in a big way" and by citing the "U.S. bour- 
geois press" as saying that the Administration'is following the 
beaten track of the Truman Administration in Korea." An NCNA 
report on the 20th quoted the New York VIMES as saying "Nixon 
is moving slong the path followed by General MacArthur in Korea." 
In a still more explicit analogy between Korea and Indochina, 
also drawn indirectly by Peking, an NCNA dispatch datelined 
Paris, 20 February quoted the pro-Peking L'HUMANITE ROUGE as 
warning the United States not to forget “the punishment inflicted 
on you by the Korean people and the Chinese People's Volunteers." 
The journal was also quoted as saying Chinese support for Laos 
"is not an empty word" and as raising the possibility of a third 
world war. 
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Peking hus not, in itso own name, evoked uo thrent of Chinese 
intervention in Indochina. Propaganda flaunting Ciiuese exploits 
during the Korean War, as in a commentary by a veteron of that 

war broudcast by Peking to Taiwan on the 23rd, has drawn on 

the Korean experience to show that the United States is "a paper 
tiger" while expressing confidence that the Indochinese people 
will be able to cope with the situation. In the most authorita- 
tive recent review of the Korean War, Politburo member ond PLA 
Chief of Staff Huang Yung-sheng, delivering the keynote address 

in the commemoration last October of the 20th anniversary of 
Chinese entry into the war, gave a carefully circumscribed reading 
of the conditions leading to Chinese intervention. Huang defined 
the threshold as the point where the United States had "flagrantly 
extended the flames" of war to the Yalu River "in disregard of the 
repeated stern warnings" by Peking and had "gravely menaced the 
security of China." Before this point had been reached, according 
to Huang's account, the Chinese had "firmly supported and assisted" 
the Koreans in their liberation war--a formuiation of rear area 
support which Peking has consistently used in its pronouncements 
on Indochina. 


PRC INTEREST Peking's adherence to its long-standing line of 
IN LAOS rear area support while challenging Washington's 

denials of a threat to Chinese security from the 
Laos operations suggests an effort to keep the United States off 
balance--and to arouse pressure on the Administration’t—-withov+ 
prematurely spelling out warnings in circumstances which might 
debase their credibility. While sustaining its posture of pledging 
rear base backing for the Indochinese, Peking's warnings that its 
security has been menaced and that the conflict is spreading to 
China's doorstep underscore its special concern over military 
davelopments in Laos. 


It is notewortny that the question of Chinese security interests 
was first raised--in the 12 February government statement--in 


* Characteristically, Peking has played up American press and 
congressional criticism of U.S. policy in Indochina, as in an 
NCNA report on the 13th quoting Senators Fulbright, Mansfield, 
and McGovern and citing REUTERS ss saying most of the members 

of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee "view the Laos opera- 
tion as a dangerous gamble." There have been no reports in PRC 
media of American comment mentioning the China factor. Peking 
is generally wary about taking note of American leaders' comment 
on Sino-U.S. relations and has remained silent about calls for 
new directions in U.S. China policy. 
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reaction to developments in Laos ond that Peking has introduced 
the Korean War parallel in this context. The incursion into 
Cambodia last year, which prompted a more prominent Chinese 
propaganda campaign-~highlighted by a Mao statement~-designed 
to capitalize politically on direct American participation on 
the ground, did not cause Peking to link the PRC's security to 
military developments in Indochina. Current comment has persis- 
tently charged that the United States is plotting a surprise 
attack on the DRV, but Peking has not associated ites security 
interests directly with those of the North Vietnamese. PRC 
media, have not reported Xuan Thuy's remark in Paris on the 

18th that U.S. actions threaten China as well as the DRV. 
Despite its aversion to the Paris talks, Peking occasionally 
reports statements by the communist delegations. 


NUCLEAR Neither the PEOPLE'S DAILY Commentator article nor 
WEAPONS the NCNA report took note of the President's remark 
at his press conference ruling out the use of nuclear 
weapons in Indochina. Since a reference in a 15 February 
LIBERATION ARMY DAILY editorial, the issue has been brosched 
only in passing in low-level reports quoting foreign sources. 
Thus, the 20 February NCNA dispatch from Paris quoted L'HUMANITE 
ROUGE as saying that the Pr'esident--a "war criminal worse than 
Hitler"-."ie preparing public opinion for the eventual use of 
nuclear weapons in Indochina." 


Peking's failure to mention the President's remark and the 

flagging interest it is showing in the issue could indicate that 
Chinese fears, if they were genuine, have been allayed. It is 

also possible that Peking simply believes the President's remark 
has made the issue less exploitable. The subject may be regarded, 
in any event, as particularly sensitive by elements in Peking or 
among its Indochinese allies. None of the latter, except Sihanouk's 
government in a-statement carried by NCNA, has raised the issue. 
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. MOSCOW SUSTAINS CAUTIOUS APPROACH TO INDOCHINA EVENTS 


Soviet reaction to President Nixon's press conference on the 17th 
has been limited and generally cautious, consisting chiefly of 
reports on foreign criticism. Soviet media have ignored the 
President's statement that tactical nuclear weapons would not be 
used in Indochina, but an article in IZVESTIYA on the 18th 

sought to exploit the nuclear issue; it charged, on the basis 

of Western press speculation, that "irresponsible circles in the 
: United States" were "trying to exert nuclear blackmail" in 
Indochina. 


Moscow media predictably play up Western and communist press 
reports to portray "Laotian patriotic victories" as "thwarting" 
the South Vietnamese incursion into Laos. TASS on the 22d 
promptly picked up the DRV Foreign Ministry's charges that U.S. 
planes raided the DRV from 17 to 21 February, but there has 

, been no Soviet comuent yet on the renewed air strikes. 


In the only original Soviet press comment on the Presidnnt's 
news conference, Barsukov in IZVESTIYA on the 18th interpreted 
the President's statements as "an ultimatum to the DRV." The 
commentator says the President used his press conference to 
"directly declare that the U.S. Administration was lifting all 
restrictions on the use of its air power in Indochina, making 

it clear that the United States intends to resume bombings over 
DRV territory." According to Barsukov, the President also said 
the United States "does not expect a political settlement from 
the Paris negotiations, thus giving the most official blessing 
to further procrastinations and sabotage of the negotiations by 
the U.S. delegation." The commentator relied on the "U.S. press," 
however, for a more personal swipe at the President--the 

a observation that "Nixon's statements on U.S. policy in Southeast 
oT Asia have been particularly undiplomatic, unceremonious, and 
on imbued with the ideas of strength." 


Soviet media are not known to.have broached the question of a 
Soviet role'in a political settlement in Indochina since the 
17th, when a Mayevskiy PRAVDA article commented critically on 
reports of a Japanese initiative with the 1962 Geneva conference 
a cochairman.* Moscow has not acknowledged a KYODO item from 
Tokyo on the 19th which reported that Soviet Ambassador to Japan 


* See the TRENDS of 18 February 1971, pages ih-15. 
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toe Troyanovskiy had rejected Japan's "initiative aimed at restoring 

eae peace in Laos." KYODO reported that Troyanovskly, commenting 
on the Japanese move at a press club meeting in Tokyo, said 
"the only solution to the Indochina crisis is the complete 
withdrawal of foreign troops." 


ba oe On 24 February TASS reported cryptically that representatives of 

the Soviet and French foreign ministries had held consultations 

iid "on the situation in Indochina" :n Paris on February 22-23 and 

oe that the discussions took place in the spirit of the Soviet- 

sales French protocol of 13 October 1970. The protocol, signed during 
President Pompidou's visit to the USSR, provided that foreign 
ministry officials should consult regularly, twice annually or 
"whenever necessary,’ on situations which would create a "threat 
to peace" or "international tension" as well as major inter- 
national problems of mutual interest. 


ROLE OF CHINA Moscow continues to emphasize a portrayal of 
communist unity on Indochina for domestic 

ae a and Western consumption, while sustaining the polemical treatment 
of this issue in broadcasts to China. TASS on the 19th picked 
up remarks by DRV and PRG officials at their Paris press 
conference on the 18th, including a statement that the PRC and 
DRV are "side by side." The account also included the remark 
that the expansion of the war by the United States "threatens 
China," just as it threatens "other socialist countries.” On 
the 22d Moscow's domestic service summarized the 20 February 
PEOPLE'S DAILY Commentator article on the President's press 
conference, including the comment that the spread of the war "at 
China's doorstep .. . created a grave threat to China," as 
well as the derisive reference to the President's "claim" that 
the "escalation does not endanger China." 


4 A brogdecast in Chinese on the same day, however, accused the PRC 
ae of playing into the hands of the United States in Indochina. 


s The broadcast pointedly noted that while President Nixon is 
= "making provocative threats that he will not limit the use of 


os: air power in Indochina" and has "indicated she possibility of 
invading North Vietnam," Peking's leadership is following a 
splittist, anti-Soviet policy that "can only benefit imperialism." 


ISSUE OF USE OF In an apparent propaganda effort to exploit 

NUCLEAR WEAPONS the issue of possible use of nuclear weapons 

: in Indochina, an article by Sagatelyan in 

- IZVESTIYA. on the 18th--ignoring the President's exclusion of 
atomic weapons in the context of Indochina--charged "irresponsible 
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circles in the United States with an attempt at nuclear black- 
mail" in that area of the world. As evidence of such 
"blackmail," the article belatedly cited articles by 

C.L. Sulzberger in the New York TIMES (the first appeared 

last November and the most recont on 3 February of this year) 
on an alleged scenario created by Defense Department 

consultant Edmund Stillman which envisaged U.S. use of nuclear 
weapons against the PRC following Chinese intervention in 
Indochina. It "must be assumed," Sagatelyan said, that this 
"nad plan" was publicized "with agreement in the Pentagon," 
and its existence confirms "that there are svill atomic 

maniacs in the United States who have forgotten what times they 
live in." The artisle concluded with a vague warning drawn 
from the 17 December Soviet Government statement, which had 
belatedly endorsed the 10 December DRV joint party-government 
appeal: "Attempts to carry out new military threats with 
regard to the peoples of Indochina will lead to an ever greater 
complication of the situation in Southeast Asia." 


Although routine-level Moscow comment has sporadically raised 
the possibility of use of nuclear weapons in Indochina, most 
recently in a passing reference to this possibility by Radio 
Moscow on 11 February, Une Sagatelyan article is the firat 
Soviet commentary to focus on the subject. Moscow's exploita- 
tion of this new anti-U.S. propaganda theme may have been 
prompted in part by the flurry of attention Peking has 
recently given to the issue, as well as by the motive of 
stepping up propaganda support for Hanoi during the Laotian 


operation. 
OIL MONOPOLIES Other notable Soviet comment includes a PRAVDA 
IN INDOCHINA article on the 23d by Yuriy Zhukov which 


departed from the usual Soviet theme that the 
United States is in Vietnam to suppress the national liberation 
movement, focusing instead on the theme that the United States, 
in addition to its political motivations, is there "to defend 
the selfish interests of the U.S. oil monopolies." According to 
Zhukov, U.S. oil companies are carrying out preparations for 
large-scale extractions of oil from seabeds in the countries of 
Southeast Asia, and they hope the U.S. forces in Indochina will 
protect their interests. Although Zhukov went on in effect to 
depict U.S. soldiers as dying for U.S. monopolies, a standard 
general theme in communist propaganda, his linkage of the 
presence of U.S. troops in Vietnam with alleged U.S. attempts to 
exploit Asian national resources seems designed to fan Asian 
opposition to U.S. economic penetration of the area. 
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PATHET LAO-NEUTRALIST MEETING URGES GREATER VICTORIES 


An "extraordinary meeting" of the standing comnittee of the NLHS 
Central Committee and the Alliance Committee of the Patriotic 
Neutralist Forces (PNF) chaired by Prince Souphanouvong was held 
in Sam Neua on 22 February, according to Pathet Lao media on the 
23d." The communique on the meeting says that the session 
"considered the change in the present tense situation in the 
country in the face of the new invasion of lower Laos by U.S. 

and Saigon puppet troops." Asserting that the "direct participa- 
tion of U.S. troops" is "an open act which cannot be concealed,” 
the communique claims that "U.S. green berets and officers 

Joined with Saigon puppet troops in conducting various operations" 
and that U.S. helicopter pilots transported "Saigon puppet troops, 
armored cars, and U.S. artillery units." 


Charging that the Nixon Administration staged the operation in 
the hope of "recouping the ignominious defeats of the Nixon 
doctrine," the communique says among other things that the 
Americans have "sabotaged all attempts of the NLHS to solve the 
Laotian question by peaceyYul means." It again attacks the 
"Vientiane puppet powerholders headed by Prince Souvanna Phouma" 
as a "tool" of the United States, charging that they "secretly 
discussed" the plans for the incursion with the United States 
and Saigon. 


The communique concedes that the incursion "may cause sone 
difficulties and obstacles for the Laotian people," but it says 
the national salvation struggle is coming to "new and great 
favorable conditions" while the United States and its allies 
are being isolated by public opinion. Besides, adds the 
communique, the "contradictions among the U.S. lackeys in 
Vientiane are becoming more violent," with both Vientiane and 
Saigon "puppet" officers and enlisted men becoming "fed up" 
with the war. The comm:nique urges the "patriotic forces" to 
win still greater victories, and it hails the outcome of the 
9 February talks between Princes Souphanouvong and Sihanouk, 
reiterating praise for the "unshakeable fighting solidarity" 
of the three Indochinese people based on the Indochinese 
peoples' summit conference. 


* A similar NLHS-PNF "extraordinary conference" had been held 
from 6 to 8 June in Sam Neua. Addressed by the two organizations’ 
respective chairmen, Prince Souphanouvong and Khamsouk Keola, 

the meeting denounced the expansion of U.S. aggression in all of 
Indechina,. particularly the move into Cambodia and intensified 
pbomoing of Laos, and praised victories of the Pathet Lao forces 
in ground operations in Laos. 
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The "extraordinary meeting" had been proposed at a "special 
session" of the NLHS Central Committee standing committee on 

' 19 February, according to NCNA on the 20th. ‘That session 
reportedly analyzed the "new situation in Laos" and set forth 
"the new task of smashing the war venture" of the United 
States and its allies. 


Continuing official Pathet Lao statements on the Laos situation 
include a letter from Prince Souphanouvong to the American 
people carried by the Pathet Lao news agency un 20 February. 
Souphanouvong informed the American people o1 the "serious 
situation in Laos" caused by new acts of U.S. aggression. He 
said among other things that President Nixon's decision to 
introduce into southern Laos "a great number of Saigon troops 
and American GI's and military advisers wearing green berets 
and Saigon troops’ uniforms, with massive U.S. air support, 
contrasts with the U.S. Government's commitment before Congress 
on 30 June 1970 rot to use U.S. air and ground forces and 
military advisers to support the Saigon troops! operations in 
Cambodia and Laos."' The message welcomes the recent protests 
in the United States against the Laos move and calls upon 
"American friends" to make further efforts to oppose the Laos 
operation. 


A 21 February statement by an LPLA Supreme Command spokesman, . 
carried by Pathet Lao radio the following day, denounces 
intensified B-52 strikes in the Sam Thong-Long Cheng area 

and southern Xieng Khouang Province. Radio Pathet Lao on the 
19th reported another message to the Geneva conference cochairmen 
from NLHS Secretary General Phoumi Vongvichit--dated 18 February-- 
which protests the dirc.utch of additional Thai troops to Laos, 
following up the 17 February NLHS Central Committee spokesman!'s 
statement on the subject. The NLHS Central Committee spokesman's 
statement was also formally endorsed in PRG and DRV foreign 
ministry spokesmen's statemen:s on 20 February. 


An NLHS Central Committee spokesman's statement, carried by 

VNA on 24 February, takes issue with President Nixon's. . 

17 February press conference remark that he would not place 

any limitation on the use of American sir power and that he would 
use all existing and necessary forces to defend U.S. troops in 
Indochina. Without acknowledging any of the President's other 
statements, the NLHS says his remarks yhow that he is "plotting 
new military adventures." It repeats demands that the United 
States stop aggression in Laos and withdraw U.S. and Saigon 
troops, and it reiterates the determination of the Laotian people 
to fight resolutely against continued aggression. 
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PRG COUNCIL OF MINISTERS MEETING PUBLICIZED BELATEDLY 


Liberation Radio on the 19th broadcast a 10 February communique 
on a session of the PRG Council of Ministers which met under 
the chairmanship of President Huynh Tan Phat to review the 
situation of the past year and set forth "immediate tasks" 

in stepping up the resistance. The commun .que says the 
ministers heard "reports on the movement to fcil the enemy's 
pacification plan, our PLAF's activities on ala battlefields, 
and the struggle movement of our compatriots of all strata in 
southern cities." The last known meeting of the PRG Council 
of Ministers was in mid-January 1970, publicized in a 
communique dated 25 January 1970.‘ Similarly chaired by Phat, 
it also reviewed the previous year and set forth tasks for 
the coming year. 


The "immediate tasks" cited in this year's communique include 
mobilization uf the armed forces and people to step up 
resistance, heighten determination to fight end win. destro; 

a large amount of allied war potential and materiel, waintain 
and develop the "mass struggle movement," smash Victnamization, 
expand the "anti-U.S. national salvation unity front," increase 
strength, and advance to "ever greater victories." Consistent 
with the diminished propaganda attention to "revolutionary 
administration" in the past year, the communique does not 
repeat the call in the communique on the January 1970 meeting 
for extending and consolidating the "revolutionary adniinistra~ 
tion system." 


Paying special attention to the question of land reform, the 
communique notes that the Council of Ministers condemned "the 
extremely reactionary and deceitful land reforms" of the 
Saigon regime and called for struggle against them. It 

goes on to explain the PRG's position on the question, 
reiterating that the PRG recognizes "the ownership right 

of the peasants, legally as well as practically, over the 
lands distributed to them by the revolution during the 

years of resistance against the French colonialists as 

well as in the present struggle against the U.S. 
imperialists." 


* The January 1970 Council of Ministers meeting and earlier 
meetings in July and August 1969 were discussed in the 
4 February 1970 TRENDS, page 12. 
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SINO-SOVIET RELATIONS 


SINO“SOVIET TREATY ANNIVERSARY PASSES WITHOUT NOTICE 


The L4 February anniversary of the Sino-Soviet treaty of alliance 
passed without notice by either side for the fifth successive year. 
Soviet broadcasts ir Mandarin on the 13th and Lith discussed 
Sino-—Soviet cooperation and "united action" in the 1950's, but 
there was no direct mention of the treaty. One Mandarin broadcast, 
over Radio Peace and Progress on the 13th, made the absenve of any 
mention of the 1950 treaty the more conspicuous by paying respects 
to a 1957 Sino-Soviet statement pledging cooperation and unity. 
After expressing :,egret over the subsequent deterioration of 
relations, the brwadcast cited Kosygin as appealing for a restors~ 
tion of normal relations and a settlement. of problems. It did n:t 
mention the Peking talks, a subject being avoided by both sides. 


Peking has largely ignored the Soviets while devoting extensive 
propaganda attention to Indochina. Consistent with its policy 

of cultivating Hanoi while playing down its rivalry with Moscow, 
Peking's propaganda on Indochina has been free of anti-Sovi-t 
polemics except for an occasional jab at Moscow in Albanian ¢cmmen! 
reprinted in PRC media. 


SOVIET COMMENT While avoiding major polemical attacks, apart 
ON CHINA from the steady flow of anti-Chinese propaganda 
in Soviet broadcasts to the Chinese, Moscow has 
balanced its neutral reports on PRC statements and bilateral 
meetings with low-level press articies conveying Soviet displeasure 
over events in China. Thus, PRAVDA and other papers on 30 January 
carried a TASS report on the CCP provincial congresses, and 
IZVESTIYA on 3 February reprinted a Polish article on current 
developments in China. The impression left on the reader is that 
the Maoist regime is seeking to consolidate its unorthodox, 
illegitimate control in the wake of the cultural revolution. 


A TASS commentary carried in IZVESTIYA on 6 February discussed 
with distaste the Peking "model operas" refashioned by Mao's wife, 
who is identified as a former actress who.achieved notoriety as an 
inspirer of Red Guard destruction of universities, theaters, and 
other cultural centers.* 


* Peking can hardly have becn pleased with the article's slur on 
Madame Mao. NCNA on 19 February reported that the PRC ambassador 
in Moscow gave a diplomatic reception.the previous evening 
featuring a film of one of the model operas. The.film was "warmly 
received and praised" by the diplomats present. 
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SOVIET ARMED Articles in the central press marking Soviet r 
FORCES DAY armed forces day have avoided mentioning China. 

mtg Last year Marshal Yakubovakiy took note of the 
Chinese "war psychosis"~-a major Soviet theme at thut time--in 
his article on the occasion. Sino-fSfoviet tenzions, though 
substantially reduced in the past year, were reflected on tris 
year's armed forces day in a talk over the Khabarovsk radic by 
a deputy chief of staff of the Far Eastern military district opposite 
the IRC. The Chinese were rebuked in the talk for rendering 
a "shameful service" to the imperialists by pursuing "a counter- 
revolutionary, anti-Soviet, and naticnalistic course." ‘he 
talk also referred to Soviet operations along the border during 
fighting in 1929 and 1939. These events had been recali.ed in an 
IZVESTIYA article on 17 February recounting recent combat 
exercises by troops of the Transbaykal military district. 


NCNA reported on the 23d that the military attache of the Soviet 
embassy in Peking gave a reception that day on the ovcasion of 
armed forces day. Those attending included Soviet fiubassador 
Tolstikov and Chai Cheng-wen, who is deputy head of the PRC 
delegation at the border talks. As has happened on other 
occasions, Moscow reported that the Chinese refuse permission 
tor Soviet embassy personnel to visit various cities to lay 
wreaths on graves of fallen Soviet soldiers. A brief TASS 
report was carried in the Soviet press on the 20th under the 
heading "To Be Regretted." 
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an USSR SEES UAR AS CONSTRUCTIVE, ISRAEL AS BLOCKING PEACE 


Moscow continucs to praise the UAR's "constructive" attitude 
displayed in its expression of readiness to recognize Israel's 
sovereignty and to settle the problem of navigation on inter- 
national waterways. Propagandists suy thio attltude creates a 
favorable climate for the success of the Jarring misuion and 
makes a political settlement on the basis of Security Council 
Resolution 242 "realistic and feasible." Soviet commentaries 
again approve the UAR's proposal for opening the Suez Canal, 
pointing out--in broudcasts to such audiences as India, 
Indonesia, and Japan--the consequences of the canal's closure 
for the developing countries, 


At the same time, Tsrael is criticized for continuing its 

"obstructionist" and "shortsighted" attitude in maintaining 

an "annexationist" course, refusing to return “io the pre~ 

5 June 1967 borders, and failing to respond to Jarring's 

memorandum. PRAVDA on the 19th said that if the Israeli 

leaders were not "reasonable and sensible" enough to stop 

sabotaging a peaceful settlement, they would bear the 

a consequences of their obstructionist "and indecd aggressive" 
attitude in the Jarring contacts. 


Charging Israel with seeking to consolidate its control over 
the occupied territories, TASS on the 18th cited the "openly 
provocative" decision on construction of housing units in 
Jerusalem for new Jewish settlers. While not mentioning the 
15 February State Department statement that the United States 
cannot accept unilateral action by any party to decide the 
city's final status, both TASS and a 22 February foreign- 
language commentary by Tsoppi noted criticism of the Israeli 
plan by the New York TIMES. A Vasilyev article in PRAVDA, 
reported by TASS on the 23d, accused the Israeli "occupationists" 

. of "intimidation" of the Arab population to "make it easier to 
"develop'" the occupied territories. 
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ISRAELI Thus far Moscow han given secant attention to the 
aks STATEMENT el February Isracli cabinet stutement addressed to 
: the UAR's 15 February reply to Jurring's memorandum. 
I A short Moscow domestic service Ltem on the 22d sald it follows 
i from the Isracli statement that Isrucl "virtually comes out against" 
Jarring's misulon. In the only reference to the contents of the 
statement, the broudcaust singled out, Isracl's refusul to withdraw 
from all occupled Arab territories--the "necessary condition" for 
a just und stable peace. ‘The 'Tlsoppl commentury on the 22d, focusing 
on the same point, interpreted the refusal to withdraw ag meaning 
that Isrucl wants to speed up measures for onnexing the occupied 
territories and wishes to sabotage a peaceful settlement through 
a political talks based on Resolution 242. In a commentury on the 
ie 20th, ‘Tsoppi had noted that the Isracli Government had decided 

"simply to ignore" Jarring's memorandum to Israel. 


With regard to the Egyptian reaction, Moscow apparently has not 

| picked up AL-AHRAM's 22 February complaint that Isracl was asked 
to respond to Jarring's proposals themselves, not to Egypt's reply 
to the Jarring memorandum addressed to the UAR. A TASS dispatch 
from Cairo on the 22d cited the assessment of UAR “official 
circles" that Israel's "reply to Jarring's latest proposal" 
shows that Tel Aviv igs adhering to its "expansionist policy." 
TASS noted Cairo's belief that the Security Counc’1 should 

ce take strong measures to prevent Israel from disregarding UN 

resolutions. 


On the 23d TASS attributed to the MIDDLE EAST NEWS AGENCY o 
report that UAR Foreign Minister Riyad received the diplomatic 
representatives of the Big Four and drew their attention to the 
"serious situation" resulting from Israel's "continuing 
expansionist actions." Riyad pointed out, TASS said, that 
the Israeli statement, confirming Israel's unwillingness to 
evacuate its forces, shows that Tel Aviv rejects Jarring's 
recent proposal on terms for a peace settlement. TASS reported 
; Riyad as stressing that peace can only be achieved if Israel 
withdraws from all occupied territories, but the account 
failed to note that tie asked the big powers to "face their * 
responsibllities concerning Israel's rejection of Jarring's 
proposals and its defiance of peace." 
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: PRAISE FOR A Matveyev article in LZAVESTIYA, reviewed by TASS 
UAR POLICY and the domestic service on the L9th snd 20th, omy: 


an important landmark has been reached in the 
erisis, culling more than ever before for the adoption of 
declulonsn opening a way to genuine normulization of the oltuation. 
Commenting that {tt ts difficult to overestimate the {importance 
of the UAR's "new pence initiative," Mnatveyev points out that 
Israel has repeatedly alleged that UAR unwillingness to recognize 
its sovereignty and to settle the problem of navigation on Inter- 
national waterwayy has been the stumbling block to u settlement. 
Those "faloe rumo.y and distortions" have been done away with one 
and for all, he declares. 


A Losev PRAVDA article broadcast {n Arabic on the 19th and 
Tsoppi's foreign-language commentary on the 20th both underscore 
the UAR's official statement, in its reply to Jurring, of 
readiness to guarantee LIuraecl's sovereignty on condition that 
both sides recognize and respect the pre-5 June 1967 borders. 
Both recall UAR President os-Gadat's stotement in his NEWSWEEK 
interview that Cairo will guarantee resumption of shipping 
through the Suez Canul within six months provided Israeli 
forces withdraw from the cast bank, that it will also 
guarantee Freedom of navigation through the T'lran Strait, 

und thnt It will not object to the stationing of international 
observer forces In Sharm ash-Shaykh. 


Tsoppl additionally mentions that the UAR nerces to Israel 
using both the Suez Canal and the Tiran Strait, with the 
proviso that Isracl fulfill its obligations under Resolution 
oh2. He seems to druw a distinction between Suez and Tiran 
navigation in his commentary on the 22d, however; he says that 
if Israel withdraws from the eastern bank of the Suez Canal, 
"international navigation" could stuart in the canal ond "free 
navigation" could start in the strait. 


In the commentary on the 20th Tsoppi turns to the U.S. attitude, 
given little propaganda attention since the 10 February PRAVDA 

* attack on the American position in the Big Four consultations. 
Remarking that the U.S. attitude should be viewed with "caution," 
he says that Washington's recent verbal reaction to the UAR's 
steps "has in general been positive, and it is even pretending 
to be irritated by and dissatisfied with Israel's stubbornness." 
But he routinely points to Western press reports of further 
U.S. aid to Israel and asserts that support of such dimensions 
can only strengthen Israel's "aggressive expansionist aims" 
and its "counteraction" to a political settlement. 
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SYRIAN Tsoppl's 20 February commentary also calls attention 
POSITION to Arab support for the UAR poultion, citing Egyptian 


Presidential Affulro Minister Sumi Shuruf as declaring 
thet Syria, Libya, and Sudan-=the other three Tripoli Charter 
ututes=="fully support" the Egyptian policy. T'soppi adds that 
forthcoming .ulks in Cairo between King Husayn ond President 
as-Gadut=-now "canceled" by Iusayn, according to Calro's AL-AHRAM 
on the 22d--would also be dedicated to coordination of actions 
uimed at uettling the conflict. 


In reporting Syrian Prime Minister al-Asad's 22 February speech 

ut the first session of the People's Council, TASS did not mention 
his reiteration of Syrian rejection of Resolution 242 and his stress 
on "armed battle" as the decisive factor in the Arab struggle. Not 
unexpectedly, there was no reference to Resolution 22 or a 
political settlement in the 3 February Soviet-Syrian communique 

on al-Ased's Moscow visit. But Moscow continued to press its views: 
A 3 February TASS commentary on the visit echoed Kosygin's 1 February 
luncheon speech in calling for implementation of Resolution 242 

with due regard for the legitimate rights of the peoples of "all" 
Middle Eastern states, including the Palestinians. 


In a few instances Moscow has seemed to link Syria indirectly with 
the concept of a political settlement. Thus NEW TIMES, on the 
"Comment" page of its 12 February Russian edition, noted that 
al-Asad's visit took place "at a crucial moment in the Arabs! 
struggle for a just political settlement." And PRAVDA's 
Belyayev, in the Moscow domestic service commentators' round- 
table on 7 February, remarked that the UAR had agreed tc an 
extension of the cease-fire and that neither Jordan nor Syria 
had violated the cease-fire; consequently, Belyayev said, the 
"Arab states" have demonstrated their devotion "to &@ cause 
linked wit preparations for a settlement of the crisis, and 
not vice versa." 


Twice last August, Soviet commentators--Belyayev on the 7th and 
Kudryavtsev on the 23d--had noted in passing that if a 
settlement were reached, Damascus would not hinder it. 
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USSR - CUBA 


SOVIET ADMIRAL DENIES CALLS AT FOREIGN PORTS POSE THREAT 


In remarks evidently rvompted by the U.S. press publicity for the 
latest vinlt of a Soviet naval squadron to Cuba, Admiral Alexcyev, 
deputy chief of the main headquarters of the Soviet navy, took the 
occasion of the USSR's 23 February armed forces day to defend the 
right of Soviet ships to cull at foreign ports during long-distance 
voyages and to insist that such calls pose no threat. Alexeyev's 
remarks appear in an interview in the weekly NEDELYA No. 8, dated 
2h February; they were summarized by TASS on the 19th. 


In keeping with Moscow propaganda's portrnyol of the latest calls 
at Cuban ports as normal ond routine,* Alexeyev pointed out that. 
"nt present one of the Soviet naval squadrons is completing its 
stay at the ports of Cuba" while another has made an official 
call at Massawa to take part in o traditional Ethiopian naval 
festival. He went on to note that Soviet ships had made more 
than 100 calls at the ports of "almost 60" countries over the 
past two years and to reject "statements appearing in the toreign 
press that long-distance voyages by Soviet ships are a threat." 
Alexeyev imputed "allegations like the myth of a Soviet threat” 
to "aggressive circles of the imperialist states"--he did not 
name the United States--who are concerned about the growth of 
Soviet naval power. Reiterating that the Soviet Union "is not 
going to threaten anyone," he concluded that Soviet ships "have 
plied and will ply . . . the world ocean, which is known to be 
nobody's possession." 


Alexeyev's reference to a Soviet naval squadron "completing its 
stay" in Cuba is the only monitored mention of the squadron in 
Moscow media since 11 February, when TASS announced in a single 
terse sentence that "Soviet noval ships, on a practice cruise 
in the central Atlantic, called at Hevana port on 10 February 
in accordance with an arrangement." A 4 February Moscow broad- 
cast in English announcing the "routine" training voyage had 


* See the TRENDS of 10 February 1971, pages 27-29, for an 
examination of the Soviet and Cuban.announcements of the visit 
and for background on Soviet comment late last year reacting to 
the public speculation about construction of a Soviet submarine 
base in Cuba and insisting on the right of Soviet ships to call 
at Cuban ports. 
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oimilarly sald the "business calls" at Cuban ports would be 

"in accordance with an agreement reached.” Havana radio announced 
on the 13th that the squadron, consisting of "no submarine chaser, 
a mother ship [buque madre], a submarine, and a.tanker," was 

"tn the port of Havana after having finished o training cruise 

in the middle Atlantic." 


While REUTER reported under o Havana dateLine on the 16th that the 
antisubmarine ship which mude port in Havane on the 10th had let't 
ou the night of the 15th, Cuban and Soviet media took no notice 
of its departure. Neither Havana nor Moscow, in announcing that 
the visit would take place, had specified an arrival or departure 
date. Neither reported any of the movements of Soviet ships 
between Cuban ports during the earlier visits of Soviet naval 
squadror.s in September and December 1970, and neither reported 
any of the ships' final departure. 


SOVIET ATTACHE MENTIONS HELP ‘’O CUBA ON USSR ARMED FORCES DAY 


Cuba marked Soviet armed forces day with an apparently live 
telecast on 23 February featuring a talk by the Soviet military 
attache in Cuba, Capt. Igor A. Amosov,.on the Soviet armed 
forces' exploits in defense of socialism since the founding of 
the Red Army in 1918. Declaring that "the United States is 
threatening Cuba," Amosov paid tribute to the successes scored 
by the Cuban armed forces in "upgrading their combat-readiness," 
in "dally perfecting their mastery over combat skills," and in 
"assiduously learning to handle modern combat weapons" in the 
cause of defense of the country. He concluded vaguely: "We 
Soviets will apply all our strength und possibilities to help 
our Cuban brothers fulfill their historic mission." 


Amosov was also the chief Soviet upeaker at Cuban observances of 

the USSR's armed forces day last year. Havana radio on 21 February 
1970 quoted him as spesking more generally of the Soviet armed 
forces' solidarity with all "victims of aggression" and comradeship 
with the Cuban armed forces. But a Cuban speaker on the same 
occasion, armed forces vice minister for political work Maj. Antonio 
Perez Herrero, referred to the Soviet "advisers" and "specialists" 
who were helping "to increase the capabilities of our cadres and 
combatants in the use of the most modern and complex combat 
equipment." 
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Asouring his Cuban oudience of the strength and efficacy of Soviet 
military protection, Amosov mentioned in this year's telecast, in 
the course of a review of the Soviet armed forces! growth, that 

the Soviet army and navy "are equipped with nuclear missiles aimed 
at various targets, supersonic plenes, new tanks, atomic submarines, 
and many other modern methods for armed struggle." He was reported 
as referring last year, at oa press conference in connection with 
armed forces day, to the USSR's "powerful rockets capable of 
annihilating the industrial and military potential of any capitalist 
state." 


a 
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BERLIN 


SOVIET, GDR MEDIA AVOID NEW FOUR-POWER “NEGOTIATIONS” FORMULA 


In summarizing the communique on the 15th four-power ombassadorial 
meeting held 18 February in Berlin, neither Sovict nor GDR media 
registered the new formula adopted in the communique, which for 

the first time describes the talks ao "negotiations." Where the 
communique says the four ambassadors "continued their negotiations," 
the TASS Russian service* hewed to the old formulation, used in 

the communiques on prior meetings, in saying they met "within the 
framework of an exchange of views on questions connected with the 
situation in West Berlin.'' TASS duly picked up the standard 

report that they continued their "businesslike discussions of 

the questions under examination"--contained in the current communique 
as in the prior ones~-and noted that the next meeting is schedulea 
for 9 March, following the usual consultations at the expert level. 


The TASS report, transmitted promptly on the 18th, was printed in 
PRAVDA the next day. The East German ADN used it almost verbatim, 
attributed to TASS, on the 18th. NEUES DEUTSCHLAND on the 19th 
carried an ADN~attributed paraphrase of the communique that was 
full and accurate except for the operative sentence on negotiations: 
The paper said the ambassadors continued their "talks" (Gespraeche) 
rather than "negotiations" (Verhandlungen). 


IZVESTIYA political observer Matveyev, participating in the 

21 February Moscow domestic service roundtable, also avoided using 
the term "negotiations" in an atypical discussion of the four-power 
talks--seldom the subject of more than passing mention in Moscow 
comment. Matveyev remarked that another "routine meeting" had 
taken place and that the ambassadors "continued their businesslike 
discussions of the questions under examination." He wanted to 
"stress,'' he said, that the "discussions" were "businesslike." 

As if to underscore the idea that there. was still no significant 
forward movement, he cautioned that it would be "premature to draw 
conclusions now about the possible outcome of such discussions." 


eS 
* Inexplicably, TASS' English. service, which normally carries the 
same items as TASS Russian, did not carry the item at all. 
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EUROPEAN SECURITY 


- Rm WARSAW PACT RENEWS CALL FOR MULTILATERAL TALKS ON CONFERENCE 


In the first formal Warsaw Pact statement since the December NATO 
Council meeting in Brussels, the communique on the 18-19 February 
a Bucharest mecting of the Pact foreign ministers steps up the 
propoganda pressure for "multilateral" contacts preparatory to the 
convening of a European security conference. The last Pact state- 
a5 ment, issued 2 December by the Political Consultative Committee 
: after its meeting in Berlin, had stated that "along with bilateral 
contacts, the holding of multilateral consultations" by all 
interested states was necessary to prepare for ao conference. The 
current communique, carried by TASS on 19 Februory, follows up 
as, with the statement that "conditions" have been created during 
hy bilateral contacts for the "transition to preparatory work on a 
multilateral basis for convening the all--Buropean conference." 


The communique formalizes the Pact members' support for the 
Finnish Government's initiative of 25 November 1970 to host 
"preparatory meetings of all interested states." Soviet media 
on 28 January, reporting on "the reply of the Furopean socialist 
countries to Finland's initiative," had noted that the USSR, its 
six Pact allies, and Yugoslavia had all informed the Finnish 
Government of their readiness to attend such meetings. The 
communique, now terming multilateral meetings a matter of 
"urgency," asserts the readiness of the Pact states to participate 
in the meetings proposed by Finland "at any time and to empower 
their appointed representatives for this purpose." 


Placing the onus on the NATO bloc for the slow progress toward a 
conference, the communique replays a recurrent propaganda theme 
in charging "circles not interested in a further detente in 
Europe" with intensifying their opposition to a conference by 
raising "preliminary conditions" and trying to link "other 
problems" to its convocation. The linkage theme has been picked 
up in followup comment on the communique, most notably by 
IZVESTIYA observer Matveyev in the 21 February domestic service 
roundtable program. Matveyev cited a New York TIMES article by 
Fellows as indicating that the United States was seeking to 
block a conference by raising preconditions ani by linking its 
convocation to SALT, the Middle East, and the Berlin problem--all 
issues having "nothing in common" with a European security 
conference. Czechoslovak and Polish followup commentaries have 
similarly decried efforts to link the conference issue to SALT 
as well as other problems. 


= 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Approved For Release 1999/09/25 : CIA-RDP85T00875R000300040008-3 


4 


am Approved For Release 1999/09/25 : CIA-RDP85T00875R000300040008-3 
ra CONFIDENTIAL FBIS ‘TRENDS 
2h FEBRUARY 1971 


=~ 32 = 


The Pact communique reasoerto the member states’ concern for peace 
and detente in Europe and welcomep, without opecifying the Soviet 
and Polish treaties with the FRG, the xrecent "ponitive develop- 
ment" in European relations. It also points out "with satisfaction 
that certain shifts have been achieved" toward easing tensions in 
Europe through the efforts of the socialist and "other states." 
Like the Pact's December statement, it includes a gesture of 
reassurance to the East Germans: The final paragraph says the 
foreign ministers stressed the "significance" of all states, 
specifically including West Germany, estublishing equal and 
internationally recognized relations with the GDR; it calls for 
GDR membership in the United Nations and other international 
organizations; and it pledges the Pact states' "fraternal assist- 
ance" to the GDR in achieving these goals. 
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SALT 


SOVIET, POLISH COMMENTARIES ASSAIL U.S. NEGOTIATING STAND 


Soviet propugonda on the Strategic Arms Limitation Talks (SALT), 
scheduled to resume in Vienna on 15 March, sustains the pattern 
of open--if still infrequent--cen"ure of the U.S. negotiating 
posture signaled by the Shestov PRAVDA article on 3 February.* 

, Soviet commentators have not repeated Shestov's specific attack 
on the American position regarding U.S. forward bases; but the 
article's basic charge that the United States is seeking one- 
sided advantage, echoed by NOVOSTI commentator Gerasimov in 
LITERARY GAZETTE on 10 February, is picked up again in a Moscow 

ores, international service broadcast on the 23d. The forward bases 

issue is raised, however, in a broad~-ranging attack on the 
U.S. position in the 17 February Warsaw TRYBUNA LUDU, 
embellishing recent Soviet themes and asserting that U.S. 
rejection of two Soviet proposals at the last SALT round in 
Helsinki, coupled with statements made by Ambassador Smith 
and Secretary Laird, "do not attest to the flexibility of 

a the U.S. position" and "promise protracted negotiations at 

ee best. 


; MOSCOW COMMENT The 23 February Moscow radio commentary, 

da monitored so far only in Finnish, echoes 

; Gerasimov's complaint in LITERARY GAZETTE about Western press 
airing of issues supposedly being negotiated behind closed doors. 
The commentary points to "the many clearly fab. ‘-ated articles" 
in the U.S. press which "misinterpret the course of the talks 
and describe the Soviet stand as inflexible and unconstructive." 
Like Gerasimov, it blames the press leaks on elements of the 
military~industrial complex who are "not pleased with the 
prospects of a limitation of the nuclear arsenal." 
Reiterating Shestov's complaint that the American side "is 
trying to achieve one-sided military superiority for the 
United States," the commentary portrays the U.S. stand at 
the talks, much as Gerasimov did, as "two-faced and 
conflicting." It repeats the standard Soviet line that 
an agreement is possible only on the basis of equal security 

ae : for all states and reiterates the Soviet Union's desire for 
"serious and sincere talks" leading to an agreement on that 
basis. 


* The Shestov article, which broached a substantive SALT 
issue for the first time in Soviet comment, is discussed in the 
TRENDS of 10 February, pages 22-24. 
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There is otherwise only passing Soviet mention of SALT as one 
of the issues, along with oa West Berlin settlement and a Middle 
Kast solution, which the United States is allegedly trying to 
link with a European security conference ag a means of stalling 
its convocation. The latest such routine complaint about 
"linkage" came from Matveyev in the 21 February domestic service 
roundtable, and the theme is echoed in Czechoslovak and Polish 
comment, 


TRYBUNA LUDU The Polish party organ's 17 February dispatch 
isads off with the statement that Senator 
Muskie, "the leading pretender to the presidential office," 
has related "some details" of his talks with Premier Kosygin 
in Moscow in January, then states--—ag fact, without directly 
quoting Muskie--that Kosygin "expressed his doubts whether 
Washington is treating the SALT talks on the limitations of 
strategic armaments seriously." (Moscow media had reported 
on 15 January that Kosygin received Muskie, but said only 
that their "unofficial talk" dealt with "a number of topical 
questions of the contemporary international situation and 
Soviet-American relations.") Using the reported Kesygin 
statement as a take-off point for a broad-ranging attack on 
the U.S. position in SALT, TRYBUNA LUDU nowhere returns to 
the subject of Senator Muskie, ' 


Criticizing Ambassador Smith and Secretary Laird fcr statements 
registering U.S. inflexibility, the dispatch presses the 

stock theme that President Nixon is dominated by the influence 
of Pentagon circles seeking to build up the U.S. military 
arsenal and recoup the superiority which the United States 

has "lost in recent years." Specifically, it objects to 
military requests for expansion of the antimissile system 

and for "another auxiliary system." 


The United States has "for the time being" rejected two Soviet 
proposals advanced in Helsinki, the paper says-~an agreement 
confined to restricting ABM's "as an easier agreement , 

and one that would be an introduction" to subsequent ones, 
and a "wider agreement concerning mutual limitations on 
offensive and defensive arsenals." It says the latter 
proposal was "tripped up" by the definition of strategic 
weapons, citing the forward bases issue in this context; it 
adds that U.S. rejection of a Soviet proposal limiting ABM 
systems, on the other hand, was motivated by Washington's 
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"willingness to have a broader agreement." It charges that Laird 
"complicated the dialog" by demanding "mutuality in the form of 

a reduction of Soviet medium-range missiles, which cannot reach 
U.S. territory." 


The Polish paper also raises the MIRV issue, saying the United 
States had removed "an extremely important problem from the 
SALT agenda when it began to install MIRV warheads on missiles 
last summer" and asserting that MIRV is designed as a "first-- 
preventive--strike weapon" and will bring about yet "another 
series of anti-armaments." 


Available monitored Polish ccmment on SALT has included no 
previous substantive discussion of this kind. Well before 
Moscow broke its silence on the negotiating issues, however, 
at least one Czechoslovak commentary--in the Bratislava PRACA 
on 26 November--cited the question of what constitutes a 
strategic weapon as a stumbling block. "The White House," 
PRACA said, "has allegedly instructed the U.S. negotiators 
to challenge the thesis that every type of missile or aircraft 
which can fly over and strike the territory of one of the two 
superpowers with a nuclear weapon can be classified as a 
strategic armament. Although tne Americans admit that the 
limiting of strategic arms is necessary and logical, they 
apparently are unwilling to accept such logic as the basis 
for the treaty." PRACA saw the third round of the talks 

in Helsinki as taking place "in a worse atmosphere" than the 
two preceding ones and concluded that it was difficult to 
judge what would happen. 
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POLAND 


REGIME LEVELS FIRST ATTACK AT CONSERVATIVE OBSTRUCTIONISM 


An article in the 19 February issue of the government daily ZYCIE 
WARSZAWY by Ryszard Wojna, a member of the paper's editorial 
staff, contains the first direct acknowledgment in monitored 
Polish media of a power struggle between the Gierek regime and 
holdover conservative elements. Heretofore the official 
proyaganda had blamed the continuing unrest on lack of discipline 
anong the workers and on the Gomulka regime's high-handed methods 
of decision-making. Now the ZYCIE WARSZAWY article, entitled 
"Responsibility for State," says candidly that the election of 
Gierek and the changes he introduced have been received with 
"almost unanimous" approval and adds that "the word 'almost' 
applies to all those who, as a result of the changes, felt 
themselves endangered in their positions and in their methods 

of exercising authority" or who "are simply incapable of ridding 
themselves of the burdens of conservatism." These people, the 
article says, "are not followers of the new leadership of the 
Polish state." PAP's lengthy summary of the article includes 
these passages. 


The article refers almost in so many words to the existence of 
@ power struggle: "We should realize that at present an acute 
struggle between the old and the new at very many levels is 
going on in our country," with the representatives of the old 
"ready through their actions to bring about a reaffirmation" 
of their thesis that "society should be ruled, but should not 
co-rule." 


These remarks appear to allude to opposition elements in the 
higher echelons of the central party and government structure-- 
more firmly entrenched than the regional party first secretaries, 
who are currently being reshuffled with increasing rapidity. 
Following the ouster of the Lodz city party leader on the 16th, 
Warsaw media have reported replacement of the first secretaries 
of the voivodship party committees of Warsaw and Krakow on the 
17th, Opole on the 18th, and Wroclaw on the 20th. 


The Wojna article portrays the conservatives as the main 
beneficiaries of the disruption resulting from pressure for 


new wage increases despite the.15 February decision to cancel 
the December food price rise: "One cannot rule out," Wojna 
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declares, "that it io grist for the mills of these people to 
submit extremist demands, such as woge increases of 20 perecnt." 
Defensively, the article Jnoists that the price rollback rectually 
anounts to a real wage increase: "In the case of Lodz. where 

the average wage io relatively low, the restoration c. the 
previous food prices is equivalent to a real increase in wages 

of ubout 15 percent." 


The strain on the new leadership in trying to make good its 
promises to improve the people's lot and bring them in on decision- 
making is evident in the article's assertion that "the conviction 
that the possibilities of further economic pressure on the state 
have been exhausted must become universal." Wojna adds testily 
that "the leading representatives of the party and state ore 
simply unable to rush all of a sudden to individual plants and 

to explain the hard economic facts, or, what is. worse, to 
ascertain on the spot that ineptitude of portions of the manage- 
ment, false local decisions, or even bad will are at the root of 
the protests." 


In hailing anew the Soviet credits which the regime says made 
possible the decision to roll back food prices, the article 

treads in the same context on the sensitive ground of "sovereignty." 
Indicating that Poland must ultimately rely on its own efforts, 

it cbserves that "the independence of the state manifests itself 

not only in the political affirmation of its sovereignty, but also 
in the ability to organize its economic llfe." 
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USSR INTERNAL AFFAIRS 


PODGORNYY’S PROTEGE TITOV REMOVED FROM KAZAKHSTAN POST 


V. N. Titov, former CPSU Centrel Committee cudre secretary und 
longtime protege of Podgornyy, hus been removed from his post 

ay Kazakh second secretory. A Kuzukh Central Committee plenum 

on 2e February released TLtov und replaced him with V. K. Mesyato,* 
uccording to Aimu-Atu radio on 23 February. 


Actually, Titov had apparently been stripped of his title somewhat 
carlier. The clearest indication came on 10 February when 
KAZAKHS'TANSKAYA PRAVDA, in listing the Aktyubinsk oblast delega- 
tion to the 2hth CPSU Congress, identified him only as first 
deputy representative to CEMA. 


Titov's fall appears to be related to the removal last December 
of the Kazakh Komsomol first secretary, U. Dehanibekov, who 
worked under Titov's supervision. Since that time, other Kazakh 
cecretaries have taken over Titov's organizationol duties. 
Whatever the reasons behind his fall, his removal now by Kazakh 
First Secretary (and Brezhnev protege) Kunayev poirts to the 
possibility of a further exacerbaticn in the relationship 
between Brezhnev and Podgornyy. ‘The strains betwee: these 

two in 1965 led to ‘litov's ouster as a Central Committee 
secretary and his assignment to Kazakhstan. 


Recently exposed shortcomings in the Kazakh Komsomol may have 
been the immediate pretext for Titov's removal. On 17 November 
a Kazakh Central Cormittee plenum was called to hear Titov 
report on improving the party leadership of Komsomol work. 

His long report contained the usual criticisms of shortcomings 
in Komsomol work (KAZAKHSTANSKAYA PRA JA, 18 November). ‘The 
plenum's decree, however, formulated the criticisms much more 
sharply and cited shortcomings not mentioned by Titov. In 
particular, the decree condemned the party's leadership of 

the Komsomol organizations for "not fully meeting the demands 
of the 23d Party Congress" and of the 1968 CPSU Central 
Committee decree on the Krasnoyarsk party organization's 
leadership of the Komsomol (KAZAKHSTANSKAYA PRAVDA, 19 November). 


* Mesyats has been first deputy agriculture minister of the 
RSFSR since December 1965. Prior tc that time he held various 
posts as an agricultural leader in Moscow oblast, including the 
position of obkom secretary for agriculture. 
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Two weeku later, Komsomol First Secretary U. Dzhanibekov was 
removed ut u Kazakh Komuomol plenum which dlucusged the November 
Kazakh Central Committee decree (KAZAKISTANSKAYA PRAVDA, 

3 December). Dzhanibekov was not disgraced, however, us he 

wos luter elected party third secretary of the tiny new Turgay 
oblast. His suecensor os Kazakh Komsomol leader was on outsider, 
“4. Kamalidenov, chief of the trade unton councll of the small 
Gurev oblast. Significantly, this Komsomol plenum was 
supervised by Centrul Committee Secretary 3S. N. Imashev 

rather than by T'ltov. 


Titov's only subsequent appearance was at the second day of 
the December Kazakh Supreme Soviet session (KAZAKIISTANSKAYA 
PRAVDA, 2 December). His last identification as a Kazakh 
leader was as signatory to the obituary of o Kazakh official 
in the 25 December KAZAKHSTANSKAYA PRAVDA. He apparently left 
Kazakhstan or surrendered his leadership functions by early 
January; an obituary in the 14 January KAZAKHSTANSKAYA PRAVDA 
included the names of all Kazakh leaders except Titov, and 
the omission recurred in another obituary on 7 February. 


Titov did not participate in the rayon and oblast party 
conferences and elections in January and February. His 
organizational duties were performed by Kazakh secretaries 
S. N, Imashev, A. S. Kolebayev and G. A. Melnik: 


Titov's unceremonious fall is reminiscent of his 1965 demotion. 
In April 1965 he was elected Kazakh second secretary, although 
he was not formally relieved as CPSU Central Committee cadre 
secretary until the September 1965 CPSU Central Committee 
plenum. ‘Titov had been Podgornyy's assistant in Kharkov in the 
early 1950's and succeeded him as Kharkov first secretary. As 
Central Committee cadre secretary, he again worked with 
Central Committee Secretary Podgornyy in 1963-1965, but was 
sent to Kazakhstan as second secretary following Brezhnev's 
victory over Podgornyy. Titov's transfer was apparently not 
welcomed hy Brezhnev's Kazakh proteges since KAZAKHSTANSKAYA 

3 PRAVDA, in announcing his election as second secretary on 
6 April 1965, differed from all other papers in oritting 
his title of CPSU Central Committee secretary. 
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BELGOROD LEADER VASILYEV BECOMES RSFSR AGRICULTURE CHIEF 


Belgorod Firut Secretury N. i. Vuollyev, ambitous promoter of 
the Belgorod system of specialized Livestock furming, has been 
named to succeed Voronov's protege K. G. Pysin as RSFSR first 
deputy premier for ugriculture (SOVIET RUSSIA, 19 February). 
Vasilyev's rise, apparently linked with controversial July 
plenum declsions to create a system of large specialized 
livestock complexes, appears to mark a further weakening in 
Voronov's position. Vasilyev had early career ties with 
Brezhnev and other leaders in the Ukraine, ond he has 
conspicuously failed to endorse ogricultural innovations 
promoted by Voronov and his protege Pysin. Voronov in 

turn has in the past ignored the Belgorod system of 
specialization and instead favored the methods developed 

in his former balliwick Orenburg, 


Although Brezhnev and Polyanskiy also have not endorsed 
Vasilyev's system, Vasilyev presumably can count at least on 
Brezhnev's support. He served under Brezhnev, Kirilenko and 
Shcherbitskiy in Dnepropetrovsk, eventually becoming oblast 
executive committee chairman in 1961. Ironically, Vasilyev 
got his big break as a result of the May 1964 purge of 
Voronov's Orenburg proteges. Belgorod First Secretary 

A.V. Kovalenko was sent to Orenburg to replace Voronov's 
appointee, while Vasilyev replaced Kovalenko in Belgorod. 


On his arrival in Belgorod, Vasilyev initiated a program of 
specialization which concentrated on the creation of new 
facilities for raising livestock rather than on the renova~ 
tion or expansion of old livestock facilities. Many 
delegations have studied Belgorod's work through the years, 
with some approving and others complaining about the neglect 
of the old facilities. Vasilyev himself admits that his 
system is very costly (PRAVDA, 25 June 1970) and requires 
the concentration of investments in new specialized farms to 
the neglect of other farms. This practice was criticized by 
RSFSR Gosplan deputy chairman G. Smirnov, who complained 
that the nonspecialized farms in the oblast were neglected 
and as a result the oblast as a whole lagged behind its 
neighbors (ECONOMICS OF AGRICULTURE, No. 7, 1969). 


Curing 1968 and 1969 Belgorod suffered sharp setbacks due to 


mistakes in specialization, and as Yuriy Chernichenko wrote 
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dn the June 1970 YUNOS!', "the Belgorod experience wag never us 
open to crlticiom as at the beginning of 1970." But, according 
to Chernichenko, the "daring strategy" paid off of o triumph 

of Llarge-scole specialization. 


The turning point for Vasilyev's Belgorod system came in mid-1970 
when the CPSU agricultural plenum decided in favor of a costly 
program for construction of large-scale livestock complexes. 

This program was approved after a debate over its cost erupted 

in the central press. Estonian First Deputy Premier Tynurist 
objected to the new complexes as overly expensive in the 

10 April IZVESTIYA. 


Vasilyev was invited to speak at the July agricultural plenum, 
and after the plenum Belgorod's work in creating new industrial 
livestock complexes began receiving more recognition. Belgorod's 
work was praised by Central Committee agriculture section deputy 
head N.P. Rudenko at an October livestock conference (ECONOMICS 
OF AGRICULTURE, No. 12, pp 113-114), and PRAVDA's 23 January 1971 
editorial praised the construction of large livestock complexes 
and declared that Beigorod, Moscow, Penza, and Tambov "are 
setting the tone" for the RSFSR. 


Voronov's RSFSR apparatus also became more responsive to the 
Belgorod initiatives. Vasilyev had complained in a June ECONOMIC 
GAZETTE (No. 29) article that the RSFSR agriculture ministry had 
obstructed Belgorod's specialization, by refusing to permit the 
oblast to create a joint kolkhoz-sovkhoz association for poultry 
production. Yet a 16 September RURAL LIFE editorial praised the 
RSFSR agriculture ministry for creating a special unit to aid 
quick construction of a complex at a Belgorod sovkhoz. A 

17 November SOVIET RUSSIA editorial praised Belgorod's specializa- 
tion as one of a number of valuable innovations in the RSFSR. 

And finally Voronov himself, in his 2 October KOMSOMOLSKAYA 

PRAVDA interview on livestock raising, praised a Belgorod kolkhoz's 
breeding experiment and urged wide study of this initiative, 
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PRC INTERNAL AFFAIRS 


PARTY COMMITTEES ARE ESTABLISHED FOR KWANGSI AND KANSU 


Ten of the nation's 29 provincial-level subdivisions and 40 percent 
of its population now come under the new provincial. party 
committees. New committees for Kwongsi and Kansv were onnounced 
by NCNA on 20 and 21 February, following a 2l-day hiatus when no 
new provincial-level committees were reported, 


Establishment of a party committee for Kwangsi, the scene of 
violent factional clashes during the summer of 1968, completes 
provincial party-building tasks within the Canton Military 
Region (MR), Huang Yung-sheng's old bailiwick. The Nanking 
MR, led by Politburo members Hsu Shih-yu and Chang Chun-chiao, 
was the first military region to set up new committees for 
all provincial units within its juristiction, on 30 January. 


KWANGS I The Kwangsi committee, the first to be established 
COMMITTEE in an autonomous region, was elected at a party 
congress attended by 853 delegates. It consists 
of 78 full and 16 alternate members, larger than the pre-cultural 
revolution committee of 46 full and alternate members. The four- 
man group--three military men and one veteran cadre--which heads 
the new committee 1s smaller than the former ll-man secretariat. 
As with all the other provincial committees, NCNA noted that the 
new committee members were selected according to the formula of 
Old, middle-aged and young. 


Out of public view since 16 November, Kwangsi powerholder Wei 
Kuo-ching, former first secretary and governor of Kwangsi, emerged 
as first secretary of the new committee; he was identified as 
past leader of the party nucleus group for the first time. Wei 
holds concurrent positions as chairmen of the provincial revolu- 
tionary committee and first. political ccmmissar of the Kwangsi 
Military District (MD). Wei Tsu-chen, a wiiltary man recently 
transferred to Kwangsi from the Fukien MD, was named secretary. 
Liu Chung-kuei, a vice chairman and deputy commander of the 
Kwangsi MD, was named a deputy secretary as was An Ping-sheng , 

a vice chairman and an old secretary from the former provincial 
committee. 
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In his congress address, Wel spoke quite firmly on the need for 
: war preparedness. Arter noting that fulfillment of local economic 
goals would make Kwangsi "an iron bastion on the southern 
frontier," he pointed out that Kwangsi "1s an outpost in 
supporting the Vietnamese people." "We strongly condemn U.S. 
imperialism for its new crimes in expanding its war of 
aggression in Indochina," he declared, and "we are closely 
watching the development of the situation." 


Of the 10 NCNA reports so far on the keynote congress addresses 
(a11 but the last two given prior to the GVN push into Laos), the 
report on Wei's address indicates he was the strongest on the 
issue of war preparedness, But speakers in the other border 
provinces of Kansu and Liaoning also noted the special need 

for war preparedness in a frontie.: area. Of the remaining 
seven, four speakers referred briefly to the need for war 
preparedness in connection with economic tasks. 


KANSU In the Northwest, the 68 full and 24 alternate 

COMMITTEE members of the Kansu committee were elected in 
accordance with the familar "old, middle-aged, 

and young” combination at a Lanchow meeting of 1,098 party 

delegates held from 11 to 17 February. Kansu's previous 

committee, as set up in 1956, was smaller, containing only 

37 full and alternate members. Immediately prior to the 

cultural revolution,however, its secretariat had grown to 

22 men, much larger than the streamlined three-man leadership 

group which heads the new committee. a 


The top party post in Kansu went to Hsien Heng-han, chairman 
of the provincial revolutionary committee and first political 
commissar of the Lanchow MR. Pi Ting-chun, former deputy 
commander of the Foochow MR and first vice chairman on the 
Puxien Revolutionary Committee, was named secretary; he 
recently transferred to Kansu, where he has been identified 
as @ vice chairman with responsibilities within the Lanchow 
MR. Hu Chi-tung, vice chairman and a secretary on the old 
Kansu committee, was also named secretary. 


A 22 February KANSU DAILY editorial welcomed the new provincial 
committee and argued for stronger party leadership over the 
government and the masses. Reflecting continuing widespread 
media calls for additional cadre rectification, even in areas 
with new provincial committees, the editorial firmly called 
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upon ull cadres, particularly at "senlor and medium levels," 
to Increase t-eir study of Mao's Thought "no matter how busy 
they are with their work." 


PROGRESS Both the Kwangsi and Kansu committees, as well 
ELSEWHERE as those for Hunan, Kwangtung, Anhwei and 
Chekiang, were announced Just a few days after 
their respective provinciul radios had claimed substantial 
progress in rebuilding the party at lower levels. Judging 
by this indicator, Shensi appears next in line to set up its 
committee. Sian radio on 17 February declared that "the 
great majority of basic-level party organizations in the 
province have been established." And apart from various 
references to new county committees in Shensi, Sian radio 
on 21 February reported the formation of a new committee 
for the Shanglo special district, the second special district 
committee it has publicized. 


Provinces that have already rebuilt their provincial party 
committees continue to form lower-level party units, filling 

in holes remaining in the provincial party apparatus. Naachang 
radio on 18 February announced establishment of new special 
district committees for Chingkangshan, Mao's revolutionary 
base area during the late 1920's, and Kanchow. The Liaoning 
provincial radio on 21 February reported the formation of a 
new committee for the major port city of Luta. Numerous 
county-level committees continue to be mentioned for the first 
time in various provinces. 


PEOPLE'S DAILY WARNS OF OVEREMPHASIS ON GRAIN PRODUCTION 


Several recent broadcast articles have indicated that Peking 
is looking again at the manner in which localities have 
implemented its decree that grain is the "key link" in 
agricultural development. Most of the previous articles 
were carried in the provincial press, but a PEOPLE'S DAILY 
editor's note published on 15 February adds a strong 

central voice to the argument that the concentration on 
grain has slowed the course of general development in 

some instances. 


PEOPLE'S DAILY states that “some units simply grasp grain 
production and neglect diversified economy," primarily 
because of "one-sided" thinking by local cadres unable 

to distinguish between "socialist diversified economy" and 
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"putting money in commund.'" Other "selfish" cadres, for reasons 
a of personal prestige, strive for high grain production statistics 


to the detriment of actual requirements. ‘The PEOPLE'S DAILY 
editor's note reiterates that the relationship between grain 

and other crops must be correctly set in order to promote general, 
development. 


The propaganda hay made it clear that the primary measure for 
Judging the success of a production unit in agriculture is 
through grain output; even areas specializing in other crops 
have been expected to become at least partially self~sufficlent 
in grain. Thus few cadres are likely to risk a decline in grain 
production unless the leadership can convince them that they 
will suffer no retribution through trying for all-round 
development. 


Even if grain is not to be the ultimate standard, its importance 
obviously remains central. <A Canton city broadcast on 

l2 February praised a Maoming decision to grow grain rather 
than vegetables on the outskirts of town. Cadres who argued 
that guaranteeing the town's vegetable supply was necessary to 
& diversified economy were overruled. The ruling group held 
that since grain is the key link Maoming must try to reduce 
its dependence on the state for grain even if it means going 
short on vegetables. But another Canton broadcast noted on 

14 February that “crops must be planned and developed in the 
light of local conditions," and it listed a number of non- 
grain crops in which production must be raised. 


RESTRICTIONS ON INNER MONGOLIA RADIO LOOSENED SLIGHTLY 


The Inner Mongolia regional radio has taken the first cautious 
step toward resumption of local broadcasting. For more than 
a year, since 5 January 1970, the Inner Mongolia Mandarin- 
language service had relayed Radio Peking throughout its 
broadcast day, except for brief weather forecasts and other 
nonpolitical announcements. Beginning 15 February, and 
continuing through the 24th, the radio has broadcast three 
half-hour programs a day from its own studios. So far the 
programs have consisted only of centrally authored articles 
‘ on Inner Mongolia--NCNA-PEOPLE'S DAILY articles on the 
excellent progress being made in socialist revolution and 
construction--interspers2d with music. 


The other two provincial-level radios that have done nothing 
but relay Radio Peking solidly over the past year and more, 
those of Szechwan and Kweichow, still show no Signs of coming 
back to life. 
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